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WHAT 15 HOCKEYFEST?

HockeyFest is an exciting ‘Club Day’ event hosted by clubs and
supported by England Hockey. It launched back in 2015 and
since then we have seen over 1000 events hosted with over 500
clubs involved across the country.

HockeyFest is a friendly and social event held over the summer.
Designed to help clubs open their doors to new and existing
players, bringing everyone together to have a great day.

The event can be big or small and with any format you like.
Some clubs host mini tournaments, skills challenges and
workshops for on pitch fun. You can have a BBQs, bake sales or
picnics. You can use it as a fundraising event or as a welcome to
the new season event. It’s entirely up to you.

The event highlights the best aspects that the sport has to
offer, including an equal split between men and women
playing and being inclusive to all ages and abilities. With many
clubs seeing a range of generations taking part, it really is a
family affair.

Start planning your club’s HockeyFest event and access a whole
host of support materials, including a series of ready-made
marketing templates.
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Time and time again, clubs feed back that the most effective
way to promote themselves locally is through word of
mouth. People are more likely to try a sport

when they are invited to do so by a friend!

Make sure you make the most of your current members;
they are your best advocates and are likely to talk positively
about your clubl Use them to get the word out to friends and
family about your HockeyFest event. You could gi\fp them
posters, flyers to give out, or ask them to share your clubs
HockeyFest event details via social media.

§ By signing up to HockeyFest you will be provided with

; access to promotional posters and items tyour club can
- “ use to promote thier event accross social media.
Remember - by focusing on your local community you
. are more likely to attract new players to your club. Go
-into local businesses and speak to them about putting
a poster up, tell them about your session and ask them
‘to promote it to their staff, customers and friends!
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TOOLS TO NELP WITH
ONLINE PROWOTION

Using the internet is a fantastic, quick and cost effective
way to help you promote your HockeyFest event —
here are some simple steps:

Update your club website — think of this as your shop window
and think especially about new players. Is it simple to find

out how to join your club or attend your HockeyFest event?
Make sure you're shouting about your HockeyFest event on
your website — tell people what’s happening on the dayl Are
you having a BBQ, cake sale or games? Remember to focus on
the key messages of a sociable, friendly and welcoming event
which is open to the whole community.

Does your club have social media accounts? Utilise these to
help your promotion. Posting an image or picture is more
likely to catch attention, and remember to add a call to action
as part of your posting. What do you want people to do after
seeing it? Get in contact? Tell their friends? Etc.

Link in with the national HockeyFest campaign by adding
#HockeyFest in your social media posts.

There are lots of online groups on social media which are local
to your area. Reach out to groups such as: Mother & toddler
groups, other Sports Clubs, School PTA’.

ON THE DAY

Be ready to welcome anybody new! Go and say hi, ask them how
they heard about you and make sure they know how they can get
involved in the day!




Share your #HockeyFest images and
experiences with us and keep up to date with all the latest
from England Hockey

HNOLKEYFEST



